The Center for Transforming Mission and the Bakke Graduate University 

Syllabus
Course Title:  In But Not Of: Understanding the Grammar of God

Facilitator:  Kris Rocke and/or Lina Thompson with local presenters

Course Description

We consider mission in the Post-modern, global, urban context and what it means for the Church.  We are concerned with the question of boundaries: exclusion and embrace, insiders and outsiders, how to be in the world but not of it.  To that end we will consider the person and work of the Spirit as it relates to mission and develop tools to exegete the postmodern, urban context of high risk youth and families. 

Objectives 

It is expected that the participants who complete this course will have accomplished the following objectives:

· Understand the broad contours of the Post-Modern, global, urban context and how it impacts mission.

· Consider the relationship between Christ and Culture and what it means for mission.

· Explore the person and work of the Spirit as it relates to mission.

· Understand the nature of world views, how they are formed and changed over time and what that means for mission. 

· Know and understand the symbolic universe of post-modern urban youth and its meaning for mission.

Requirements for the Course

1. Journal (8-10 pages)
A critically reflective journal of the course presentation and experience.  This will require three levels of work:  Description, analysis and application. You must find a way to document each session and presentation in the intensive.  First, Describe, narrate and summarize the essence of what you heard, saw and/or experienced.  Second, analyze what was said or not said, i.e. the theological assumptions of the presentations and how they address your own assumptions.  Third, apply your learning and the principles to your ministry context.  

As part of your journal reserve at least one page to write an “open letter” to God, speaking directly to Him about some aspect of what you’ve learned, or what you would like to say or discuss with him as it relates to some aspect of the material.  You might explore a question, or a feeling or struggle.  Don’t preach to God, rather speak directly to Him and engage Him in a discussion. 
2. Reading: (MTS = 1,500 pages)
a. Read books on the required reading list and then choose from the recommended reading list to complete required pages. Be sure to include number of pages read.  

b. For each book you read, type a 2-3 page response using the following format:

· First, (no more than one page) tell me why the author wrote the book and what is its main point.

· Second, interact with the argument and briefly describe its strengths and weaknesses.  (To see how this is done read NY Times book reviews or movie reviews in most newspapers).

· Third, apply what you’ve learned to your ministry context.  Give concrete application not just general advice.   (i.e. because of this, I will…)
3. Course Project: (15 to 20 pages)
Each student will be required to submit a project demonstrating his or her ability to apply the course material to their ministry summarizing what you did and what you learned.  Be creative.  For example, host a roundtable discussion with non-churched youth asking them to share their World View using the four questions in the course.  Build an exercise around the “Four Stories” and reflect on what you learned.  Be practical and apply it to your ministry.  Have fun.  
Required Reading
Hine, Thomas.  The Rise and Fall of the American Teenager.  Avon Books Inc.  1999  (300 pgs.)

Middleton, J Richard.,  Walsh, Brian J.  Truth is Stranger Than It used to Be – Biblical Faith in a Postmodern Age.  Inter Varsity Press.  1995 (195 pgs)
Neibuhr, H. Richard.  Christ and Culture.  Harper.  1951 (256 pgs.)

Packer, George.  “The Children of Freetown”  The New Yorker.  Jan.13 2003

Shakur, Tupac.  “Inside The Mind of  Shakur.” Vibeonline.  1996.  (Respond to this article using the four “World View” questions.  Answer each question from Tupac’s point of view. Follow this with a reflection of what you learned)

Recommended Reading

Anderson, Elijah.  Street Wise – Race, Class and Change in an Urban Community.  Chicago Press.  1990  (254 pgs.)

Dyson.  Michael Eric.  Holler If You Hear Me.  Basic Civitas Books.  2001  (224 pgs.)

Emerson, Michael O. & Smith, Christian.  Divided By Faith – Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in America.  Oxford University Press.  2000.  (172 pgs)

Friedman, Thomas L.  The Lexus and the Olive Tree.  Farrar, Straus, Giroux.  1999.   (382 pgs)  

Grenz, Stanley  A Primer on Postmodernism.  Eerdmans.  1996.  (174 pgs.)

Gunton, Colin.  The One The Three and The Many – God, Creation and the Culture of Modernity.   Cambridge University Press.  1993.  (231 pgs.)

Guder, Darrell – editor.  Missional Church – A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America.  Eerdmans.  1998.  (268 pgs)

Hunter, George, C.  The Celtic Way of Evangelism – How Christianity Can Reach The West Again.  Abingdon Press.  2000  (121 pgs.)

McKee, Robert.  Story – Substance, Structure, Style and The Principles of Screenwriting.  Regan Books.  1997.  ISBN 0-06-039168-5

Newbigin, Leslie.  The Open Secret – An Introduction to the Theology of Mission.  Eerdmans Publishing Co.  1978  (189 pgs)

Sanders, Cheryl J.  Ministry at the Margins.  Inter Varsity Press. 1997 (142 pgs)

Simon, David and Burns, Edwars.  The Corner:  A Year in the Life of an Inner City Neighborhood.   Broadway Books.  1998.  (543 pgs)  

Thurman, Howard.  Jesus and the Disinherited. Abingdon Press.  1949  (112 pgs)

Webber, Robert.  Ancient Future Faith – Rethinking Evangelicalism for a Postmodern World.  1999.  (204 pgs.) 

West, Cornel.  Race Matters.  Vintage.  1993.  (151 pgs.)

Or…

Movie Review:  Pick one of the following movies to exegete using the same format as the reading reflection:  Take another adult ministry volunteer or staff with you.  (Equivalent of 100 pgs)

· City of God

· 8 Mile

· Bowling For Columbine 

Grading:  Standard 4.0 scale: 
