
The Center for Transforming Mission and the Bakke Graduate University 

Syllabus
Course Title:  The Scandal of God – Loving the Least, Last and Lost.  
Facilitator:  Kris Rocke and Ruben Ortiz with local presenters

Course Description

We consider ministry among those who have been crushed by life.  We journey into suffering and explore the meaning of the Cross among the most vulnerable.  We consider how to build ministries in which the least are greatest, the last are first and the lost are found.  

Objectives 

It is expected that the participants who complete this course will have accomplished the following objectives:

· Encounter the Scandalous nature of the Cross and its meaning for ministry.

· Develop foundations of Discipleship among the Damned.

· Explore the problem of pain and its relationship to mission in a postmodern global urban context. 

· Consider God’s ability to suffer and the implications for mission. 

· Explore the difference between Transactional theology and Transformational theology and its meaning for mission. 

· Explore Luther’s Theology of the Cross.

· Consider the nature of power and it’s meaning for mission. 

· Develop practical tools of discipleship among and with the least.  

Requirements for the Course

1. Journal (8-10 pages)
A critically reflective journal of the course presentation and experience.  Write your journal to an audience (not me), friend, colleague, ministry team, etc.  The journal will require three levels of work:  Description, analysis and application.  First, Describe, narrate and summarize the essence of what you heard, saw and/or experienced.  Second, analyze what was said or not said, i.e. the theological assumptions of the presentations and how they address your own assumptions.  Third, apply your learning and the principles to your ministry context.  

As part of your journal reserve at least one page to write an “open letter” to God, speaking directly to Him about some aspect of what you’ve learned, or what you would like to say or discuss with him as it relates to some aspect of the material.  You might explore a question, or a feeling or struggle.  Don’t preach to God, rather speak directly to Him and engage Him in a discussion. 
2. Reading: (MTS = 1,500 pages).
a. Read books on the required reading list and then choose from the recommended reading list to complete your specific assignment.  Turn in a reading record that shows what you read and the total number of pages read.  

b. Pick 5 books (any five from your total reading for the course) and type a 2-3 page response using the following format:

· First, (no more than one page) tell me why the author wrote the book and what is its main point.

· Second, interact with the argument and briefly describe its strengths and weaknesses.  (To see how this is done read NY Times book reviews or movie reviews in most newspapers).

· Third, apply what you’ve learned to your ministry context.  Give concrete application not just general advice.   (i.e. because of this, I will…)
3. Course Project: (15 to 20 pages)
Each student will be required to submit a project demonstrating his or her ability to apply the course material to their ministry summarizing what you did and what you learned.  Be creative.  Be practical and apply it to your ministry.  Have fun.  
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